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ICEL Report 2022-2023 
 

 

To the Bishops in countries where English is used in the Sacred Liturgy: 

 

The International Commission on English in the Liturgy was established in 

October 1963 as an unincorporated association of Bishops designated by the 

sponsoring Conferences of Bishops. In 1967 the Commission was incorporated 

in Canada for religious, charitable, and educational purposes. Between 2008 and 

2013 ICEL transitioned to a not-for-profit firm, under Canadian law. The 

corporation administers title to ICEL literary properties, which are administered 

on behalf of the Member Conferences. 

 

ICEL’s primary task is to provide the Member Conferences of Bishops with 

English translations of the Latin liturgical books of the Roman Rite. 

 

The members of ICEL are eleven Bishop Representatives from Conferences that 

use English in the liturgy:  Australia, Canada, England and Wales, India, Ireland, 

New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Scotland, Southern African, and the 

United States. The eleven Bishop Representatives also serve as the Board of 

Directors of the civil entity. There are also fifteen Associate-member Conferences 

of ICEL that have access to the English language liturgical texts and are invited to 

comment on draft texts.  

 

In 2003, ICEL was given official recognition by the Holy See in the form of 

governing Statutes. The policies and procedures contained in the Statutes were 

revised in July 2011. 

 

In September 2017, the Holy Father issued the motu proprio Magnum Principium. 

This legislation changed canon 838 of the Code of Canon Law, which pertains to 

the approval process of liturgical texts prepared by ICEL and submitted by the 

Conferences of Bishops to the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of 

the Sacraments. Following this, in October 2021 the Congregation issued the 

decree Postquam Summus Pontifex, which “is intended to recall, interpret and 

amend norms and procedures regarding the publication of liturgical books in the 

various languages” (Introduction, no. 3). 

 

As a result of the new legislation, the Bishops of the Commission revised the 

ICEL Statutes in accord with the needs of the Conferences and presented them to  
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the Presidents of the Member Conferences. By August 2023, all eleven Confer-

ences had given their approval to the new document governing ICEL’s work. 

 

The ICEL program of translation is carried out under the authority of the Bishops 

of the Commission, and more directly by an Executive Committee of the 

Commission that meets monthly. Projects are carried out with the assistance of 

working groups of specialists, as well as individual translators, musicians, editors, 

and consultants. The work is coordinated by the staff of its permanent Secretariat, 

located in Washington, DC. 

 

ICEL itself is not a publisher of liturgical books and related materials in the usual 

sense. Rather, like individual authors and translators, it provides the content of 

such publications to the Conferences of Bishops, who in turn authorize their 

publication within their territories. In administering the copyright of the English 

language liturgical texts, ICEL collects royalties from publishers of its work in the 

name of the Conferences of Bishops.  

 

 

Liturgical Books 

 

The Roman Missal 

 

The English translation of the Third Edition of the Missale Romanum was put into 

use in the Member and Associate-member Conferences of ICEL in 2011 or 

shortly thereafter. That body of texts represents about one-third of the liturgical 

texts of the Roman Rite. Another third of the liturgical texts are contained in the 

Liturgy of the Hours, with the final third found in the nearly twenty ritual books 

that comprise the Roman Ritual and the Roman Pontifical. 

 

The decree Postquam Summus Pontifex, mentioned above, included modifications 

to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal. A translation of the decree was 

provided to the Conferences in May 2022. 

 

As noted in the previous ICEL Report, the Bishops of the Commission have 

discussed various suggestions for revisions to the Missal. Those conversations 

continued during the 2022 and 2023 meetings among the Bishops of ICEL, and 

also in correspondence with Conferences. As of this writing, no decision has been 

made as to whether revision work should begin, or, if it is to be undertaken, what 

its scope might be. 
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The Roman Ritual, Roman Pontifical, and Other Texts 

 

The following texts have been issued by ICEL in Gray Book since the Roman 

Missal and before the current reporting period: 

• The Order of Celebrating Matrimony 

• The Order of Confirmation 

• The Order of Dedication of a Church and an Altar 

• Exorcisms and Related Supplications 

• The Liturgy of the Hours, Supplement: 1984 to 2004 

• Our Lord Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

• The Order of Blessing of Oils 

• The Order of Baptism of Children 

• Roman Missal and Liturgy of the Hours, Supplement: 2014 to 2016 

• Ordination of a Bishop, of Priests, and of Deacons 

• The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 

• The Order of Penance 

• Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

• The Order of Anointing of the Sick and of their Pastoral Care 

• Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharistic Mystery outside Mass 

• Liturgical Texts for Saint Paul VI 

• Liturgical Texts for Our Lady of Loreto 

• The Rite of Deputing Extraordinary Ministers 

 

The liturgical texts that contain ministerial chants are set to music after the Gray 

Book has been issued to the Conferences. This music is then provided to 

Conferences for potential use in publications. The musical texts of the Roman 

Missal and a few other texts are also available on the ICEL website. 

 

Translation work also progressed on remaining liturgical texts of the Roman Rite. 

During this reporting period, Gray Books have been issued for: 

• Liturgical Texts for Saint Faustina Kowalska (August 2022) 

• Order of Religious Profession (April 2023) 

• Order of Blessing of an Abbot or an Abbess (April 2023) 

• Order of Consecration of Virgins (April 2023) 

• Order of Crowning an Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 2023) 

• Liturgical Texts for Doctors of the Church (August 2023) 

• Liturgical Texts for Martha, Mary, and Lazarus (August 2023) 

• The Roman Martyrology (October 2023) 
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In addition, during the period of this report translation work has continued on 

several texts: The Institution of Lectors and Acolytes had been issued in Green 

Book form in 2020 and the Commission had reworked the texts in preparation for 

a Gray Book. The ICEL Green Book for The Institution of Catechists was issued 

to Conferences in August 2022 and the Bishops revised the texts in light of 

comments in July 2023. It is expected that Gray Books for these three Institution 

texts will be issued in 2024. 

 

Other liturgical texts of the Roman Rite that might see revision or retranslation in 

the coming years include: the Lectionary for Mass, the Collection of Masses and 

Lectionary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Order of Christian Funerals, the Book 

of Blessings, and the Ceremonial of Bishops. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Hours 

 

The Report for 2001-2013 contained a detailed description of a revision of the 

ICEL translation of the Liturgia Horarum, and reports since then have provided 

details of the Green and Gray Books of various categories of material issued to 

Conferences. 

 

In addition to the elements initially requested for this revision, the Bishops 

determined that other elements of the Liturgy of the Hours (namely: antiphons, 

responsories, Patristic or non-biblical readings, introductions to the Lord’s Prayer, 

and hagiographical introductions) should be reviewed for possible revision, 

especially for the sake of consistency with the Roman Missal and other liturgical 

texts issued in recent years. This review was completed in 2022 and approved by 

the Bishops, and the additional material was provided to Conferences in May 

2023. 

 

The Bishops directed the Secretariat to assist the Conferences through the 

assembly of a Gray Book of the full manuscript of the Liturgy of the Hours in 

four volumes, and this is expected to be finished by late 2024 or early 2025. 

 

 

The Roman Martyrology 

 

In 2004, the Martyrologium Romanum was issued by the Holy See—the last 

major text of the Roman Rite to be promulgated following the reforms initiated by 

the Second Vatican Council. The ICEL Gray Book was issued to Conferences on 

17 October 2023, the 60th Anniversary of ICEL’s founding. Supplementary 
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material, such as the extensive indices of the book, are expected to be delivered to 

the Conferences in 2024. 

 

 

The Dicastery for Divine Worship 

and the Discipline of the Sacraments 

 

With the Holy Father’s apostolic constitution Praedicate Evangelium of 19 March 

2022, the Congregation assumed its current name of Dicastery for Divine 

Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. 

 

During the Consistory of 27 August 2022 the Holy Father elevated H.E. Arthur 

Roche, Prefect of the Dicastery, as Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church and 

appointed him Cardinal-Deacon of San Saba. 

 

The ICEL Statutes stipulate the need for regular communication between ICEL 

and the Dicastery, and to facilitate this goal a Delegate appointed by the Dicastery 

is invited to all meetings of the Commission. Msgr Andrew Wadsworth, then 

Executive Director of ICEL, met with members of the Dicastery in Rome in 

October 2022 to discuss various projects. 

 

 

Meetings 

 

The Commission 

 

During the period of this report, the ICEL Bishops met three times; in July 2022, 

then in February and July of 2023. All three meetings were held in Washington, 

DC. 

 

The ICEL Bishops met at the Commission’s Secretariat from 18 to 22 July 2022 

and in the course of their work approved the Gray Books for Saint Faustina 

Kowalska and Institution of Lectors and Acolytes. They also approved Green 

Books for Doctors of the Church, Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, and the 

Institution of Catechists. 

 

In light of Magnum Principium and in response to Postquam Summus Pontifex, 

the Bishops revised the ICEL Statutes in cooperation with the Dicastery for 

Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. Following the meeting, the 

revised Statutes were circulated to the Presidents of Member Conferences. 
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The Commission began to discuss ways in which it could respond to calls from 

several Conferences for a revision of some or all of the Roman Missal, while 

acknowledging that other Conferences did not feel that a revision was warranted. 

As a first step, the Bishops decided to commission a review of a selection of the 

Missal’s orations. 

 

The election of officers took place at the meeting of the Board. Bishop Hugh 

Gilbert was re-elected Chairman, Archbishop Patrick O’Regan was re-elected 

Vice-Chairman, Bishop Alan McGuckian was elected Secretary, and Archbishop 

Brian Dunn was re-elected Treasurer. 

 

______________ 

 

The ICEL Bishops next met from 30 January to 3 February 2023. The Bishops 

reviewed texts and responded to suggested alterations in the Green Books for rites 

related to religious life (Religious Profession, Blessing of an Abbot or Abbess, 

Consecration of Virgins). The Bishops also received comments from Conferences 

on the Roman Martyrology, but decided to refer these questions to the subcom-

mittee that had done extensive work in the preparation of the manuscript. 

 

The Bishops received a report on the Advent orations of the Roman Missal, 

prepared by a study group. The report highlighted both positive and negative 

aspects of the current translation, and the Bishops agreed to continue to discuss 

the matter in future meetings. 

 

Msgr Andrew Wadsworth announced his intention to resign from ICEL later in 

the year, and agreed to assist the Bishops in finding candidates to fill the position 

of Executive Director. 

 

______________ 

 

The Bishops next met from 17 to 21 July 2023 and reviewed comments on 

Crowning an Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Roman Martyrology. 

These texts were approved for issuance as Gray Books. They also approved Gray 

Books for Doctors of the Church, Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, and the 

Institution of Catechists. The Bishops decided that the latter text should be held 

until work on the rites for Institution of Lectors and Acolytes was completed, but 

the others were issued to the Conferences. 

 

The Bishops interviewed three candidates for the position of Executive Director 

to replace Msgr Andrew Wadsworth, who had served since 2009. The 
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Commission appointed Fr. Andrew Menke to a five-year term as Executive 

Director, beginning 1 November 2023. 

 

Msgr Wadsworth will remain a consultant to the Commission and Director of the 

St Gregory Institute for the Study of Liturgical Latin, which is a collaborative 

project between ICEL and the Department of Greek and Latin at the Catholic 

University of America. 

 

The Commission received the votes of Member Conferences on the draft text of 

revised ICEL Statutes, which had been circulated to the Conferences the previous 

year. The Statutes gained the necessary two-thirds threshold for approval. No 

Conference voted against them, one offered suggestions for a slight modification, 

and one had not yet voted at the time of the meeting. 

 

 

Editorial Committee 

 

According to the procedures for translation outlined in the ICEL Statutes, the 

Editorial Committee was established to provide an in-depth evaluation of the base 

translations of Latin liturgical texts for submission to the Bishops of the 

Commission for their consideration. The members possess specialized skills in 

ecclesial Latin and the liturgical rites. Their deliberations on the texts are guided 

by directives of the Second Vatican Council, the Code of Canon Law, and the 

relevant principles, norms, and directives of the Holy See and the sponsoring 

Conferences of Bishops. 

 

The present members of the committee are:  

The Most Rev. Michael Campbell, Emeritus Bishop of Lancaster, England 

The Most Rev. Leo Cushley, Archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, Scotland 

The Most Rev. Michael Miller, Archbishop of Vancouver, Canada 

Sister Maria Kiely, OSB, Congregation of the Solesmes, Quebec, Canada 

The Rev. Daniel Merz, Diocese of Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

A subcommittee of the Editorial Committee, under the chairmanship of 

Archbishop Leo Cushley, met in the Secretariat in April 2022 to evaluate 

translations of Doctors of the Church, Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, and the 

Institution of Catechists. The full Editorial Committee met in the ICEL Secretariat 

in October 2022 to evaluate and refine a new base translation of the Ordo 

Exsequiarum. And another Subcommittee under the chairmanship of Bishop 

Michael Campbell met in the Secretariat in March and May 2023 to incorporate 

comments and finalize texts for the Roman Martyrology. 
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The ICEL Secretariat 

 

As mentioned above, Fr. Andrew Menke was appointed as the eighth Executive 

Director of the ICEL Secretariat, beginning 1 November 2023. Fr Menke is a 

priest of the Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska, and until recently was Executive 

Director of the Secretariat for Divine Worship of the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, a post he held since 2017. He holds a license and a doctorate in 

Sacred Liturgy from the Pontifical Liturgical Institute, Sant’Anselmo, Rome. He 

was also an official of the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 

Sacraments from 2010-2015. 

 

The Commission thanks Msgr Wadsworth for his years of service (2009-2023) as 

Executive Director, during which time twenty-six separate liturgical texts have 

been issued to the Conferences, and multiple fascicles of material for the revision 

of the Liturgy of the Hours. Msgr Wadsworth will remain a part-time employee as 

Director of the St Gregory Institute for the Study of Liturgical Latin. The Institute 

is presently engaged in producing a multi-volume collection of commentary on 

the Hymns of the Liturgy of the Hours, as well as hosting annual lectures and 

graduate seminars at the Catholic University of America. 

 

 

Remembrance 

 

Former Bishop Representatives 

 

Dr. Raymond Lahey, former Bishop of Antigonish, was the Representative of 

Canada at the January 2009 meeting of the Commission and previously served  

on the Consultants’ Committee as well as the Original Texts subcommittee. He 

resigned in 2009, was laicized in 2012, and died on 10 April 2022. 

 

Archbishop Mario Conti, emeritus of Aberdeen and Glasgow and Scottish 

Representative from 1978 to 1987, died on 8 November 2022. 

 

Bishop Martin Drennan of Galway, the Irish Representative from 2012 to 2016, 

died on 26 November 2022. 

 

Bishop Maurice Taylor of Galloway, was the Scottish Representative from 1989 

and Chairman 2002-2012, died 14 June 2023. Bishop Taylor was elected 

Chairman at a time of great transition in the work and organization of ICEL. 

Several projects, including a revised translation of the Missale Romanum were 

coming to completion just as the Holy See began to issue new guidance on 
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liturgical translation. Through meetings and teleconferences with the members of 

the Board and the Presidents of Conferences, Bishop Taylor strove to promote the 

work of the Commission. An account of this period of ICEL’s history is included 

in his book It’s the Eucharist, Thank God. 

 

The Holy See 

 

Cardinal George Pell, former Archbishop of Melbourne and Sydney, Australia, 

died on 10 January 2023. Cardinal Pell was Chairman of the Vox Clara 

Committee from its first meeting in April 2002 until 2017. The Committee was 

established to advise the Dicastery in its responsibilities related to the translation 

of liturgical texts in the English language and to strengthen effective cooperation 

with the Conferences of Bishops. 

 

Archbishop Geraldo Majella Agnelo, Secretary of the Congregation for Divine 

Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments from September 1991 to January 

1999, died on 26 August 2023. 

 

ICEL Consultants 

 

The Rev. Jacob Theckanath, a member of the Advisory Committee from 1986 to 

1992, died on 28 November 2021. Fr Theckanath was director of the National 

Biblical, Catechetical, and Liturgical Centre (NBCLC) in Bangalore, India for ten 

years and the Secretary for Liturgy (CCBI) in India.  

 

Mr. Michael Hodgetts (England), a member of the Translations and Revisions 

subcommittee through the 1980s and a base translator until 2003, died 12 

December 2022. 

 

Dr. J. Frank Henderson (Canada), a member of the Advisory Committee from 

1980 to 1987, the Translations and Revisions Subcommittee and the 

Discriminatory Language subcommittee, the latter two he chaired, died on 28 

January 2023. 

 

The Most Rev. Marcel Gervais, Archbishop Emeritus of Ottawa, a member of the 

Advisory Committee from 1974 to 1978, died 6 August 2023. 

 

The Rev. Msgr. Joseph L. Cunningham, priest of Brooklyn NY, a member of the 

Advisory Committee from 1973 to 1985, died 12 October 2023. 
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Finances 

 

As stated at the outset of this report, ICEL is an association of Bishops designated 

by the sponsoring Conferences of Bishops. The Board of Directors (the represent-

atives of the Conferences) has financial oversight of the Corporation and elects a 

Treasurer from their membership to govern the financial activities. 

 

The Executive Director, under supervision of the Treasurer and the Executive 

Committee, carries out the day-to-day functions of ICEL and has direct financial 

control of the Corporation. He is assisted by an accountant on staff and periodic 

advice from an independent auditing firm (Rogers and Company) which prepares 

an annual audit. 

 

In 2013, the ICEL Treasurer established an Advisory Committee of professionals 

to offer advice on ICEL’s investments, review the annual audit, and review other 

financial statements provided throughout the year. The Committee meets 

quarterly to offer advice to the Commission. 

 

After the initial grants or contributions made by the sponsoring Conferences of 

Bishops in 1964 and 1965, the principal source of revenue for ICEL has been 

royalties received from the publishers of editions that contain material prepared 

and copyrighted by ICEL. 

 

ICEL was able to repay the initial contributions of the Conferences by the early 

1970s. During the 1980s, ICEL had a secure financial position and was able to 

make distributions of funds to the Member Conferences, in proportion to their 

original contributions. However, expenses increased from 1993 to 2003, and the 

Conferences of Bishops generously helped subsidize ICEL’s work. 

 

Following the publication of the Third Edition of the Roman Missal in 2011, 

royalty income began once again to increase. The ICEL Bishops therefore voted 

to distribute funds to the Conferences from 2013 through 2016, and in 2018, 

2021, and 2023. With the final distribution, the amount that had been received in 

subsidies from 1993 to 2003 has been repaid. 

 

Currently, ICEL is on solid financial footing. With the assistance of the Advisory 

Committee, the Commission strives to maintain a good stewardship of its 

resources.  

 

ICEL materials are made available to publishers, through the National 

Conferences, without distinction on a non-exclusive basis, subject only to the 
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condition that the respective Conference gives permission for the publication or 

distribution of the material in its territory. 

 

As a nonprofit body at the service of the Church in the countries where English is 

spoken, ICEL endeavors to conduct its program on a self-supporting basis with 

just remuneration for translators, editors, composers, consultants, and staff, and 

with expenditures directly related to its projects. 

 

ICEL does not own property other than necessary office furnishings and 

equipment, and the literary and music property that is held for the use of the 

Church. A limited reserve beyond current needs is maintained to provide for the 

continuance of the work and as protection against fluctuations in royalty revenue 

and infringement of texts. And, as stipulated in the ICEL Statutes, the reserve is 

held in the name of the sponsoring Conferences of Bishops, who wholly own and 

operate ICEL in service to the Church. 

 

Most of this reserve is held in investment accounts. Due to banking regulations, it 

is required that these accounts be owned by a US entity, so in 2020, ICEL 

established “the ICEL Foundation,” a parent company for the International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy. As a result of this process, ICEL is listed 

under the Archdiocese of Washington in the Official Catholic Directory published 

by P. J. Kennedy & Sons. 

 

Each year, typically in June, following the audit of ICEL’s financial records, an 

audited report is made available to the Conferences of Bishops through the ICEL 

representative on the Board of Directors. The treasurers and other officers of the 

sponsoring and participating Conferences of Bishops to which this report is 

directed are invited to request further information directly from the ICEL 

Secretariat. 

 

Please feel free to contact your Bishop Representative on the ICEL Board or write 

directly to the ICEL Secretariat if there is anything that we can clarify. 
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Statement of Operations 

 

The following statement is for the years ending 2023 and 2022. This information 

represents audited figures produced on an accrual basis. 

 
  2023 2022 

Revenue 

 Royalties $1,573,946 1,599,158 

 Investment income 411,198 (368,663) 

 Foreign Exchange Income (Loss) (100) (1,587) 

 Other income            699             20 

Total Revenue  1,985,743 1,228,928 

 

Expenses 

 Meetings and conferences 187,991 132,793 

 Translation & other fees 201,273 108,779 

 Library, subscriptions 4,561 2,649 

 Travel 22,325 33,163 

 

 Rental of office space 202,221 150,048 

 Insurance (property, liability) 16,009 13,507 

 Equipment (rental and maintenance) 4,843 4,712 

 Telephone (Internet) 8,483 11,386 

 Printing 14,409 8,244 

 Postage and freight 7,233 4,474 

 Office expense  5,228 3,135 

 Miscellaneous 17,507 11,095 

 

 Royalty expense 14,359 14,955 

 Legal and accounting 80,417 72,525 

 Depreciation and amortization 1,774 1,407 

 

 Salaries and Benefits    818,808    752,866 

 Total Expenses 1,607,441 1,325,738 

 

Revenue over expenses (net income) $378,302 ($96,810) 

 

 Distribution to Members 164,360 0 
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Budget for 2024 

 

Revenue 

 Royalties 

  Missal $850,000 

  Lectionary 180,000 

  Ritual 120,000 

  Liturgy of the Hours 200,000 

  Other 131,200 1,481,200 

 Interest and Dividends 45,200 

 Other income        100      45,300 

 Total Revenue   $1,526,500 

 

Expenses 

 Meetings  

  Commission 80,000 

  Editorial Committee 35,000 

  Music 10,000 

  National Secretaries 35,000 

  Other      2,000 162,000 

 Projects 

  Liturgy of the Hours 5,000 

  Martyrology 2,000 

  Roman Pontifical 3,000 

  Roman Ritual 1,000 

  Other 5,000 16,000 

 Institute of St. Gregory 

  Hymnal Commentary 95,000 

  Special events   5,000 100,000 

 Executive Director 

  Room and Board 33,600 

  Professional Expense 3,100 

  Travel 10,000 46,700 

 Secretariat 

  Office Expense 259,010 

  Legal 5,000 

  Auditing/Accounting   74,000 338,010 

 Payroll 

  Salaries 538,448 

  Priest (housing) 36,000 

  Payroll Taxes and Fees 42,357 

  Employee Benefits 212,646       829,451 

Total Expenses  $1,492,161 

Surplus (Deficit)          34,338 

 











The ICEL Secretariat 

1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 710 

Washington, DC 20036-4101   USA 

Tele: (202) 347-0800 

www.icelweb.org 
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